Kirkwood Apartments Plan for Expansion – reported in The Ayr News on Wed December 13th, 2017

More affordable housing units are coming to downtown Ayr.
The building committee of Kirkwood Apartments (Ayr and District Citizens Association) has begun the process to build 16 subsidized apartment units in a two-storey expansion at the front of the existing building.
“We are proposing that we will add at least a two-storey building that will be joined by a common area, utilizing the existing elevator, if possible,” said Michael Schmidt, co-chair of the committee.
The Ayr and District Citizens Association, which operates Kirkwood, has struck a building committee.  Schmidt and Tim Dawkins are co-chairs of the committee and members include: Rod Rolleman, Rob Rotteveel, Jeff Zytariuk, Bonnie Brown, Christine Cochrane, George Schmidt (Kirkwood Management).
The committee is in the process of making a request for proposals to build eight units of affordable housing in a third storey to the new building.  The federal government is currently offering up to $150,000 in a grant for each unit of affordable housing.  Schmidt said the third storey of affordable units will only be added if the grant is obtained.  He said that the township and the region are both assisting with the grant application, and so far there has been no opposition to the project.
Kirkwood Apartments currently has 32 apartment units in two storeys and a below ground level, a combination of subsidized and affordable housing.
“We would consider the 30 units as subsidized as these units receive an ongoing operation subsidy until their agreement with Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC) expires,” said Jeff Schumacher, supervisor of housing initiatives for Waterloo Region.  “The two units added in 2003 would be considered community or affordable housing.”
Earlier this year, the committee received $90,000 through CMHC SEED program, in the form of a $40,000 grant and a $50,000 no-interest loan.  The funds will pay for a geotechnical study, environmental assessment, GRCA application and a Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment application to the township.
